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LETTER FROM THE VICAR 
 

Dear Friends 
 

We are all familiar with the Lord’s Prayer.  As we think about 
the prayer that Jesus taught us, we come to the words “thy 
kingdom come, thy will be done.”  Sometimes, especially 
with enormous issues, it can be hard to find the right words, 
or to know exactly how to pray.  A few years ago a new hymn was written by Noel 
Robinson, Andy Flannagan and Graham Hunter, to the tune of “Abide with me”.  I 
offer it this month as a way to sing and pray for God’s kingdom to come in all these 
practical ways, especially praying for our new Prime Minister and government to 
embody these values, as we pray and work to transform, revive and heal society.  
 

We seek your kingdom throughout every sphere. 
We long for heaven’s demonstration here.  
Jesus, your light shines bright for all to see. 
Transform, revive, and heal society. 
 

Before all things, in him were all things made.  
Inspiring culture, media, and trade.  
May all our work serve your economy,  
transform, revive, and heal society. 
 

Peace, truth, and justice reigning everywhere.  
With us be present in our public square.  
Fill all who lead with your integrity.  
Transform, revive, and heal society.  
 

Forgive us, Lord, when we have not engaged.  
Failing to scribe your heart on history’s page.  
Make us again what we were made to be.  
Transform, revive, and heal society.  
 

Faithful to govern ever may we be  
selfless in service, loving constantly.  
In everything may your authority 
transform, revive, and heal society. 

 
With my best wishes 
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CHURCH NEWS 
SMART 
 
SMART is a friendly social group, for retired 
people, that meets once a month at St 
Mark's Hall.  In the photos below we are 
having quite a bit of fun and conversation at 
one of our games, craft and chat meetings.  
We meet on the first Thursday of the month 
from 2pm - 4pm and have a varied 
programme that always includes tea with 
homemade cake.  
 
On Thursday 6 August, we will meet in the 
church to hear all about the Father Willis 
Organ here at St Mark's and hear some 
organ pieces played by our musical vicar, Revd Martin Colton.  
 
The meeting in September will be a light hearted quiz, followed by music or drama 
in October, a discussion on our favourite charities in November, and finishing the 
year with traditional carols and festive fare on Thursday 3 December. 
 
If you are new to the area, are on your own or just need to get out a bit more, 
please come and give SMART a try.  Sarah and Bruce are always happy to take 
enquiries and to give lifts when needed.  
 
Please do give us a call (01737 789943) or just come and see for yourself.  We look 
forward to meeting you! 
 

Sarah Cousins 
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NEWS FROM THE CHURCH OF ENGLAND 

     Southwark bids ‘farewell’ to Bishop Christopher 

 
The Diocese of Southwark has given thanks for the ministry of The Rt Revd 
Christopher Chessun, the 10th Bishop of Southwark, as he prepares to retire from 
his role.  The special Valedictory Eucharist, at which Bishop Christopher presided 
and preached, took place at Southwark Cathedral on Saturday 18 July. 

“As a person approaches retirement, there are inevitably plenty of opportunities to 
say goodbye – but there are rarely enough opportunities to express appreciation 
and gratitude,” said Bishop Christopher in his sermon.  “So, the first and most 
important thing I wish to say today is ‘thank you.’  Thank you for who you are, and 
for all that you give.  I retire with a deep and heartfelt sense of gratitude for the 
joy of walking alongside you as fellow pilgrims in the way of Christ, and all of us 
working together for the common good.  It has been a great and joyful privilege to 
serve in this wonderful Diocese, caring from 2005 for the Woolwich Episcopal Area 
and then since 2011 for South London and East Surrey as Diocesan Bishop.  Thank 
you.” 

During the service, Bishop Christopher handed on the Diocesan Crozier to The Rt 
Revd Dr Rosemarie Mallett, Bishop of Croydon, who will serve as Acting Bishop of 
Southwark until a new Diocesan Bishop is appointed.  Bishop Christopher was also 
symbolically divested of his mitre and chasuble, which were laid on the altar at 
Southwark Cathedral. 

Reflecting on the memories and reflections that others have shared about Bishop 
Christopher’s ministry, Diocesan Secretary Nicola Thomas said: “The theme that 
has come through, again and again, is his ability to call people by name, to make 
the person that he is dealing with, in that moment, feel seen, heard, noticed, 
special.  Bishop Christopher has operated in a fully integrated way as pastor and 
leader – in one of his favourite phrases, he has ‘inhabited’ the role of Bishop of 
Southwark in a way that seems to permeate his entire mode of being.  Bishop 
Christopher, we will miss you.” 

Addressing Bishop Christopher at the end of the service, The Dean of Southwark, 
The Very Revd Dr Mark Oakley, said: “You have unapologetically placed spirituality, 
our lives of faith and the call to mission as a gift to the world, right at our heart.  
You have led many pilgrimages, encouraged parishes and church communities in 
prayer, sought to deepen faith in chaplaincies, clergy, ordinands, laity, all of us, to 
make sure our first love of God does not grow cold, gently reminding us to attend 
to our souls so that the Church maintains one.  You have been a pilgrim amongst 
pilgrims, a generous pastor, and a teacher in the school of Jesus Christ because, at 
the end of the day, only God matters.  We have needed to hear this and, please 
God, we will continue to.” 
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Bishop Christopher will retire on his 70th birthday in August 2026, after 43 years in 
ordained ministry. 

About Bishop Christopher 

Christopher Chessun was born in 
1956 in Hampton, Middlesex, the 
elder of identical twins.  He trained 
for the priesthood at Westcott 
House, Cambridge, and was 
ordained as deacon in 1983.  He 
served his title at St Michael & All 
Angels, Sandhurst, before moving 
on in 1987 to the post of senior 
curate at St Mary, Portsea in 
Portsmouth Diocese. 

In 1989 he became Chaplain and 
Minor Canon at St Paul’s Cathedral and Vocations Adviser in the Diocese of London 
in 1990, staying in both these roles until 1993 when he was appointed Rector of St 
Dunstan & All Saints’, Stepney.  Between 1997 and 2001 he was Area Dean of 
Tower Hamlets.  In Stepney he held a number of ex-officio posts on the governing 
bodies of various trusts and church schools.  In April 2001 he was installed as 
Archdeacon of Northolt and during this time he was a trustee of the North Thames 
Ministerial Training Course, Chairman of the Trustees of St George’s Chapel at 
Heathrow Airport and of the London Diocesan Schools’ Committee. 

In April 2005 he was consecrated Bishop in Southwark Cathedral, taking up his 
appointment as Area Bishop of Woolwich and Urban Bishop for the Diocese of 
Southwark.  The Woolwich Area is linked with the Diocese of Manicaland in the 
eastern highlands of Zimbabwe.  Bishop Christopher made an initial visit in June 
2006, the first of a number of visits to strengthen the inter-diocesan links. 

In March 2011 he began public ministry as the tenth Bishop of Southwark.  He is a 
strong advocate for the parish system as the most effective means of church 
presence and engagement in the life of local communities – including the need to 
proclaim the Gospel afresh amidst rapid changes in church and community life.  He 
is also the Church of England’s Lead Bishop for the Middle East and in this role has 
coordinated a number of diocesan pilgrimages to the Holy Land, participated as an 
Anglican ecumenical delegate in the annual Vatican-mandated Holy Land 
Coordination and worked for peace with justice for the Christian, Muslim and Jewish 
peoples of Israel and Palestine. 
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Churches in Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC) call for help to 
fight Ebola outbreak 
 
As cases of Ebola in northeastern DRC continue to spread, the Bishop of Goma, the 
Rt Revd Martin Gordon, has joined other church leaders there in calling for urgent 
help. 
 
The country is facing its 17th Ebola outbreak in 50 years.  More than 1,100 people 
have been affected, with over 350 dead.  
 
Bishp Martin, a Church Mission Society (CMS) mission partner, says that churches 
across DRC can play a critical role in response.  “The church is on the frontline.  
Through our schools, clinics, and local congregations, we are at the heart of every 
village and community, and we are one of the few institutions still trusted to tell 
the truth.”  
 
For it is widespread public mistrust of the authorities that has led many communities 
to doubt the very existence of Ebola.  Restrictions surrounding burials have only 
intensified tensions, and already two Ebola treatment centres have been set on fire. 
 
Meanwhile, church leaders are circulating pastoral guidance outlining Ebola 
symptoms and encouraging best practices for hygiene, physical contact and medical 
referrals.  Plans are underway to equip churches and schools with temperature 
screening equipment. 
 
But Bishop Martin stresses that financial support from outside is essential.  “We 
need support to equip frontline churches and schools, and help communities 
respond effectively,” he said.  “But above all, we ask people to pray for us - for 
effective treatment development and for churches to continue to be voices of hope.” 
 
Andy Roberts, the CEO of Church Mission Society (CMS) says: "Bishop Martin and 
other church leaders have shown extraordinary courage.  They are not fleeing the 
danger; they are moving toward it with love, practical help and hope.”   
 
Would you like to help them in any way? Go to https://churchmissionsociety.org 
 

Parish Pump 
 
 
 
 
 
 

https://churchmissionsociety.org/
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CALENDAR FOR AUGUST 2026 

 

Sunday 2nd August 9th Sunday after Trinity 
 8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) – in Church 
 10.00am Sung Eucharist – in Church and Online 
 
Wednesday 5th August 9.00am Prayer Meeting 
Thursday 6th August  The Transfiguration of our Lord 
 12.45pm Holy Communion (Iona) in Church 
 
Sunday 9th August 10th Sunday after Trinity 
 8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) – in Church 
 10.00am Sung Eucharist – in Church and Online 
 
Wednesday 12th August 9.00am Prayer Meeting 
Thursday 13th August  12.45pm Holy Communion (Iona) in Church 
Saturday 15th August The Blessed Virgin Mary 
 8.00pm Social Dance 
 
Sunday 16th August 11th Sunday after Trinity 
 8.00am  Holy Communion (BCP) – in Church 
 10.00am Sung Eucharist – in Church and Online 
 
Weds 19th August 9.00am Prayer Meeting 
Thursday 20th August  12.45pm Holy Communion (Iona) in Church 
 
Sunday 23rd August 12th Sunday after Trinity 
 8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) – in Church 
 10.00am Sung Eucharist – in Church and Online 
 6.00pm  Taizé Prayer 
 
Monday 24th August St Bartholomew, Apostle 
Weds 26th August 9.00am Prayer Meeting 
Thursday 27th August  12.45pm Holy Communion (Iona) in Church 
 
Sunday 30th August 13th Sunday after Trinity 
 8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) – in Church 
 10.00am Sung Eucharist – in Church and Online 
 
 

 

 
 

Please remember that planned services are subject to change at short 
notice so please check the details on our website or with the Parish 

Office. 
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CALENDAR FOR SEPTEMBER 2026 

 

Wednesday 2nd Sept 9.00am Prayer Meeting 
Thursday 3rd Sept  12.45pm Holy Communion (Iona) in Church 
 

Sunday 6th Sept 14th Sunday after Trinity  
 8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) – in Church 
 10.00am Sung Eucharist – in Church and Online 
 4.00pm Family Service – in Church 
 

Wednesday 9th Sept 9.00am Prayer Meeting 
 3.25pm T-Time Tales 
Thursday 10th Sept  12.45pm Holy Communion (Iona) in Church 
 

Sunday 13th Sept 15th Sunday after Trinity 
 8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) – in Church 
 10.00 am Sung Eucharist – in Church and Online 
 1.00pm Community Lunch 
 

Monday 14th Sept Holy Cross Day 
Wednesday 16th Sept 9.00am Prayer Meeting 
 3.25pm T-Time Tales 
Thursday 17th Sept  12.45pm Holy Communion (Iona) in Church 
Saturday 19th Sept 8.00pm Social Dance 
 

Sunday 20th Sept 16th Sunday after Trinity 
 8.00am  Holy Communion (BCP) – in Church 
 10.00am Sung Eucharist – in Church and Online 
 4.00pm Messy Church 
 

Monday 21st Sept St Matthew, Apostle 
Wednesday 23rd Sept 9.00am Prayer Meeting 
 3.25pm T-Time Tales 
Thursday 24th Sept  12.45pm Holy Communion (Iona) in Church 
 

Sunday 27th Sept 17th Sunday after Trinity 
 8.00am Holy Communion (BCP) – in Church 
 10.00am Sung Eucharist – in Church and Online 
 6.00pm Taizé Prayer 
 

Tuesday 29th Sept St Michael and All Angels 
Wednesday 30th Sept 9.00am Prayer Meeting 
 3.25pm T-Time Tales 
 

 
 

Please remember that planned services are subject to change at short 
notice so please check the details on our website or with the Parish 

Office. 
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All in the month of AUGUST 
 
It was: 
 
250 years ago, on 2 August 1776 that the formal signing of the US Declaration of 
Independence took place. 
 
175 years ago, on 12 August 1851 that the American inventor Isaac Singer was 
granted a US Patent for his sewing machine.  Since then, well over 100 million 
various models of Singer sewing machines have been sold worldwide. 
 
125 years ago, on 4 August 1901 that Louis Armstrong, American jazz trumpeter 
and singer, was born.   

 
70 years ago, on 27 August 1956 that Britain’s first nuclear power station, Calder 
Hall in Cumbria, began operating.  It was the first nuclear power station in the world 
to generate power on an industrial scale and formed part of the Sellafield complex. 
Closed in 2003. 
 
65 years ago, on 13 August 1961 that East Germany sealed the border between 
East and West Berlin with barbed wire to prevent an exodus of refugees to the 
West.  Construction on the Berlin Wall began on 15 August.  The border reopened 
in 1989. 
 
40 years ago, on 9 August 1986 that the rock band Queen performed its final live 
concert at Knebworth Park before the death of singer Freddie Mercury. (Pneumonia, 
late 1991.) 
 
30 years ago, on 23 August 1996 that Saudi Arabian-born terrorist Osama bin Laden 
issued a fatwa entitled A Declaration of War Against the Americans Occupying the 
Land of the Two Holy Places.  Few people knew who he was, and his declaration 
received little attention. 
 
Also 30 years ago, on 28 August 1996 that Prince Charles and Princess Diana were 
divorced after 15 years of marriage. 
 
15 years ago, on 21 August 2011 that Hurricane Irene hit the Caribbean and then 
North Carolina.  49 people were killed and more than $14 billion worth of damage 
was done. 
 
10 years ago, on 29 August 2016 that Gene Wilder, American film actor, died.  
(Films include Willy Wonker and the Chocolate Factory and Blazing Saddle.) 
 

Parish Pump 
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Book Review 
 

 
Faithful Grandparents: Hope and love through the 
generations 
By Anita Cleverly 
 
There has never been a more important time to find 
meaningful and acceptable ways of passing on faith from 
one generation to the next.  Part of this privilege and 
responsibility lies with grandparents who live authentic 
Christian lives.  They can be the vital link between the 
gospel and the faith of a younger generation. 
 
 
 
 

 
 

Have you recently read a good book?  Tell us about it.   
Email office@stmarksreigate.co.uk with your book review. 

 
 

 
Prayer for August 2026 
 
Dear Father, 
 
In this summer month of August, help us to be aware of Your 
presence. 
If we are away on holiday, If we can’t have a holiday, On our journeys, In our 
homes, With our families or friends, When we’re alone, When life is sweet, When 
it’s like an obstacle course. 
At all times and in all circumstances, help us to know that You are in it with us, 
sharing our ups and downs, offering Your love and peace and hope when we 
connect with You through putting our trust in Your Son, Jesus. 
 
Thank You, Lord.  
 
In His name, Amen. 

Daphne Kitching 
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A Lasting Gift for St Mark’s Church 
 
Leaving a legacy 
Legacy gifts can make a huge difference to churches.  Each year, gifts in wills, ranging 
from £100s to £100,000s are received.  Faithful witnesses leaving generous legacies have 
enabled churches to invest in their buildings, pioneer new ministries, and sustain a 
welcoming presence in their communities. 
   
Why should you write a will?  
Writing a will means you choose:  

• How you would like to share your property and possessions;  
• Who you would like to look after any children under the age of 18;  
• How to support any charities or churches that are important to you. 

 
Without a will, these decisions will be made according to pre-ordained rules, and by the 
courts, which may be different from your wishes.  Leaving a will gives you peace of mind 
and lifts a burden from loved ones after you are gone. 
 
To make it easier the Church of England has partnered with Farewill, the UK’s favourite 
will-writer, so anyone can write a simple will online for free, in as little as 30 minutes.  
You can find out more by visiting https://farewill.com/southwarkdiocese  
 
We strongly advise seeing a solicitor for more complicated wills, or for people wishing to 
review their existing will or add a codicil. 
 
A gift for future generations  
After you have made provision for your family and friends, we hope you’ll also consider 
leaving a gift in your will to St Mark’s.  A legacy is a valuable expression of how meaningful 
a church has been during your time there.  It’s a way to give thanks - a lasting testimony 
to the faithfulness, goodness and generosity of God.  
 
The policy of the PCC is to use legacies to help fund additional mission or development 
projects in the parish, whether buildings, equipment or staff.  Circumstances change over 
the years, so church members are encouraged to leave legacies for the general purposes 
of the parish.  The PCC will discuss the most appropriate use of the legacy in the light of 
current projects and the donor’s known areas of interest in the church (for example, 
children and youth, music, buildings). 
 
You may also receive tax benefits for including a gift to St Mark’s in your will.  A gift in 
your will to a charity is free of inheritance tax and may also reduce the amount of tax 
payable on the rest of your will. https://www.gov.uk/donating-to-charity/leaving-gifts-to-
charity-in-your-will  
Please consider leaving a legacy to St Mark’s.          Mel Crighton, PCC Treasurer  
 

about:blank
https://www.gov.uk/donating-to-charity/leaving-gifts-to-charity-in-your-will
https://www.gov.uk/donating-to-charity/leaving-gifts-to-charity-in-your-will
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August Crossword 

Biblical references are from the New International Version 
 
Across 
8  One of the titles given to the Messiah in  
    Isaiah’s prediction (Isaiah 9:6) (6,2,5)  
9  International Nepal Fellowship (1,1,1) 
10 Single(1Corinthians7:27)(9) 
11 Aleksandr Solzhenitsyn’s seminal book  
     about Soviet prison camps, The —  
     Archipelago (5) 
13 Treachery(2Kings11:14)(7) 
16 Of India(anag.)(2,3,2) 
19 ‘God has put us apostles on display at  
     the end of the procession, like men  
     condemned to die in the — ’  
     (1 Corinthians 4:9) (5) 
22 Follower of a theological system  
     characterized by a strong belief in  
     predestination (9) 
24 ‘Put these old rags and worn-out  
      clothes under your arms to— the  
      ropes’ (Jeremiah 38:12) (3) 
25 They brought together all the elders of  
      the Israelites in Egypt (Exodus 4:29)  
      (5,3,5) 
 
Down 
1  The season when kings ‘go off to war’ (2 Samuel 11:1) (6) 
2  Simon Peter’s response to Jesus by the Sea of Galilee: ‘Go away from me, Lord; I am a — man’ 
(Luke 5:8) (6) 
3  Beaten with whips (1 Kings12:11) (8) 
4  ‘You shall not — adultery’ (Exodus 20:14) (6) 
5  Encourage (Hebrews 10:24) (4) 
6  Service of morning prayer in the Church of England (6) 
7  ‘Take and eat this in remembrance that Christ died for you, and — — him in your heart by faith 
with thanksgiving’ (4,2) 
12 Run(anag.)(3) 
14 Member of 17th-century party that denied the right of autonomy to the Church (8) 
15 ‘We will triumph with our tongues; we—our lips’(Psalm12:4) (3) 
16 Earnings(1Corinthians16:2)(6) 
17 ‘I rejoice greatly in the Lord that——you have renewed your concern for me’ (Philippians 4:10) 
(2,4) 
18 How Paul described Philemon (Philemon 1)(6) 
20 Multiple territories under the rule of a single state(Daniel11:4)(6) 
21 ‘You have been unfaithful; you have married foreign women,—to Israel’s guilt’ (Ezra 10:10) (6) 
23 This month(abbrev.)(4) 

 
July answers 
 

ACROSS: 1. Wife 3. To battle 8. Obal 9. Disciple 11. Bitterness 14. Niacin 15. Attain 17. Passionate  
20. Tertiary 21. Meet 22. Weakness 23. Deer. 
 
DOWN: 1. Woodbine 2. Feast day 4. Orient 5. Accusation 6. Type 7. Eyes 10. Dedication 12. Gadarene  
13. Ancestor 16. Esdras 18. Stew 19. Area 
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Puzzles 
August Sudoku                                                   July Solution 
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Advertise Here 
 

If you would like to advertise your business or event in the St Mark’s 
Parish Magazine please contact Jane Artis to find out more. 

 
07831269866 

 
We offer quarter, half and full page adverts, at great rates in black and 

white or colour. 
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